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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Archdeacon Farrar in his sermon preached on Hospital 
Sunday speaks of pain, disease, and sickness as ** emphasis- 
ing for us the eternal distinctions betwixt right and 
wrong.” He speaks also of their being meant to warn us 
against things “inherently hateful to God.” This is pro- 
bably good pulpit theology, yet it leaves the mystery of 
pain as far off solution as ever. “Inherently hateful to 
God” is a somewhat curious expression, which seems 
meaningless unless the God intended is thoroughly anthro- 
pomorphic. The pure Materialist says that pain helps you 
to avoid that which is unpleasant, and so gradually perfects 
the human race, because man seeks out many inventions for 
avoiding pain. Perhaps the two theories mean the same 
thing. Archdeacon Farrar, however, seems to get a little 
confused himself, for he says :—‘ Take the noblest, purest, 
truest characters that you have ever known : would you find 
them among the vulgar and the comfortable who have 
never known anguish or pity, whose hearts are cold as ice 
and fat as the ram? No; but you would find them among 
men who have suffered and who have done, among men 
who have bowed in humble submission to the afflicting dis- 
pensation of God, who have added a cubit to their moral 
stature.” That is, suffering, which is the outcome of sin, 
is used by the Power to whom sin is hateful, in order to 
make the individual to whom that suffering is applied, more 
like Himself. This seems inconsistent. In **LicnT" for 
July 2nd, 1887, there was an article on Pain, where a 
solution was attempted from the point of view of aggrega- 
tion and segregation—aggregation being evil, and segrega- 
tion—in the moral world, altruism—being good. We extract 
thefollowing from that article, but only because thero is 
some sort of suggestion in it :— 


Now, without going into any speculation as to the nature of 
the Ego that feels the pain, we all agree that pain is felt by us, 
and that that pain occurs when any break takes place in the 
normal state of things. Physical pain, as 1t is called, is always 
produced by the occurrence of some lesion in the organism of 
the body — that is, whenever the aggregative action which keeps 
the body together, as such, is interrupted. Mental pain, 
“sorrow,” is also generally produced by some action of segrega- 
tion—loss of property, loss of position, loss of love, death of 
friends, and so on. The sorrow of a husband for his dead wife 
is that she has gone from him, not that she may be alone, and 
hecaunot help her more ; the grief for the dead child is that 
one hears its voice no longer—something has gone from the 
sufferer of the pain. According to the teaching of Dr. Bain, 
who may be fairly taken as the exponent of the particular 
phase of thought which he portrays, these pains would lead to 
providing against loss of money, position, love, and so on, and 
to taking proper means for the avoidance of death among those 
dear to us, and as a matter of fact, being under the influence of 
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aggregative force, we do so act, the dearness itself being the 
result of this saine aggregation. 

We have said that these pains are generally produced by 
some act of segregation ; but there remains the case of those 
who, somehow or other, have been used to the opposite state 
of things, that of which the atom of negative energy is the 
type. These individuals being here in a state the conditions of 
which are opposite to those in which they have originally 
developed, must of necessity feel pain or “sorrow,” though 
from the opposite cause to that of segregation ; they feel 
the anguish caused by compression into a narrower range of 
existence. 

lt, then, there be any reason for supposing that these two 
states, positive and negative, exist, and there does appear good 
reason for the supposition ; and if, though not knowing what is 
absolute good and what absolute evil, yet from some relativeness 
yet unexplained—perhaps having its place in a condition other 
than that of either of our present positive and negative states 
—-we may conclude that the state of unselfishness or of segrega- 
tion is better than its opposite, surely we can get at some clearer 
notion than hitherto of the meaning of pain. Physical pain 
should lead to the desire for such a residence for the soul as 
would not be subject to organic lesion, for a more natura] and 
reasonable habitation, uninfluenced by the evil of aggregation. 
Thus bodily pain itself points toa better and purerlife. Sorrow, 
whether caused by loss of possessions, loss of friends, or death, 
becomes a purifier, and does its work, not as Dr. Bain would 
have it, by teaching avoidance, but by the gradual elevation of 
the individual into that region of unselfishness where sorrow 
cannot come, because the foundation on which it is built exists 


no longer. 


The “ Christian World Pulpit " gives us a more detailed 
account of Mr. White's discourse on the Philippian sooth- 
saying girl. We have nothing to add to what we have 
already said about this remarkable production. There 
is one passage about Paul and Silas, however, which did not 
appear in the newspaper report, and which we give here, 
because it contains a clear assertion of that most immoral 
doctrine of immediate remission of sins, which Spiritualism 
does not encourage. Paul and Silas in the darkness of the 
night, as we know, sang praises to God—like two night- 
ingales, Mr, White says, with some confusion of metaphor, 
and :— 

Then suddenly came the answer to their prayers and praises 
from the glorified Saviour, whose testimony against the con- 
temptible lying wonders of the soothsaying, ‘‘ gospel preaching " 
slave-zirl had brought them into such woful shameand anguish. 
“ Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the founda- 
tions of the prison were shaken, and immediately all the doors 
were opened, and every man's bonds were loosed,” and feet and 
hands were miraculously set free. Roused by the earthquake, 
the jailor, finding the prison doors wide open and thinking the 
prisoners had escaped, was about to kill himself in despera- 
tion at his own danger. From this the Apostles saved him, by 
assuring him at once that the prisoners were all alive and in 
their cells. He falls down before Paul and Silas, now recog- 
nising in them some wondrous messengers of celestial power, 
and asks and learns the way of “ Salvation," of which the slave- 
girl had spoken, and of which he must have had a very confused 
idea. And they spake unto him—imagine their presence of 
mind among such horrors—the word of the Lord, which he 
believed ; and they baptised him the same hour, showing that 
Apostolic baptism was the immediate sign of the washing away 
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fal then: there, ** rejoicing in God with all his house" Andi 
what a arange party was there ' 

One cannot see why this poor girl was oo bad; she kept 
en telling the people thar Paul and Silas were servante of 
the Most High, and even spoke to the jailur about salvation. 
Mr. White takes the earthquake story to be true without 
the slightest hesitation One woakl like to know a little 
more about that earthquake. 


The following bet appeared in the * Daily Chronicle” :— 

A debate & arranged on the apparently ever-attractive sub- 
ject of Thecsophy between Mrs. Annie Besant, ite untiring de- 
fender, ami Mra. Frederika Maoionald, a lady well-known as an 
exponent of Bodibiees, who has lately teen attacking Theosophy 
with celeribie vigoor. The subject as defined by Mrz. 
Macicnaki » as follows -—] Thar Thessophy, while profess- 
img to serve modern spiritual seed, is working against the 
malem spirit and for superstiti. 2. That Thensophy is doing 
this mier the mask of Boidhign whereas Thecsophy represents 
correctly ne Indian philvsuphy, amd has its starting peint and 
goal im sims amd principles opposed to Buddhism” Mr. Rhys 
Dar3ds the eminent scholar and the secretary of the Royal 


Asta Suciety, has commented to take the chair, ami the debate | 


wil te bebi is the Great Se James's Hall on Fridey, the Arh 
met. Mrs. Besusts share of the proceeds is to vo to the H.P.E. 
Hom for Lathe Children, in order to support there sene of the 
hapless Itre ones reseued from parental cruelty by the Rer. 
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Informstion bas come w us of the intended formation 
af one o£ the mest remarkable pablic cranpanies ever | 
projected. This i» the “Direct Spirit Slare Writing | 
Company. Limited ™!! 1060) shares in which will be issued 
ata pomi per share. Foll particulars are promised, and we 
await them with interes In thes days cf company 
praning oce cannes” be vas caretcl akut investment, and 
thas + Direct Spiris Siame Writing Company ^ seems, se far, | 
oh the vx: Who ik te write—the directors Evans, or | 
who! The von) ~Spiritualiss ^ has sometimes been used 
as evnonvmoes with “crank”: bt us assure the worthy 
projectors uf this precious scheme thar it ie not also 
pasya: with ^f^ | 
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SOME MODERN WITCHCRAFT. 


The “ Religion Philvwiplical Journal" vive, " 
of a letare on Witeheraft in Paria, ty On 
Thomassin, given beture the Society A Seienrigg PAA 
of Munich. The lecture was delivered in Fei. rm 
appears in the April nomber of the ^ Sphinz^ n te 
rez the French newspapers must have beer s M v, 
the hold the deep mysteries o£ the Unseen have, e ves 
the French —especially the Parixist — mind, aeg] i 
remembered that sane short tine ago the” Arena” 
gave ynne curves particulars as teo this cule in the 
city. The lecture of M. de Thrxnassin AAA ty, 
mainly occupied with the story of the ALIS Brlan vi 
described as the King of the Exercists. This was d, 0? 
Balan whose death had recently been rire Lo 
French papers :— & 

This Atte Buclan was consecrated a prit whe, 
young. Sam bis superiors cieervol in him 4 raias hen. 
which had a great hias for mystic eukeletien. Hz wat vi 
nct to heasse t» much engroeed in them, It we nu B 
the beginning at Paris the young priest made himself the mam, 
sentative of the Johannie doctrines, to which he Wrage t pm 
anew mystic clothing Immediately after beenming cin me 
fessor in a nunnery he advpted the plan of making hn muye 
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The heads of mviern Catholicien soon found, bower úa 
the good ALMA was departing sasewhat from the variu é 
the Saviour, and his umerances were calculated to gre chem 
to pious ears. They were in docket abeunt his peral nae 
which he believed he possessed, an] which emitted nodum. 
ing for the God of love again the victory over Senn vn 
according to his view, was t, make himself meee pervepitie = 
our time than was airuitted by the theologians, end aa depu 
frn heaven to free the faithfgl who were possessed Ug mizi 
spirits. Watched by the inqcisiture, be conzinzed bie sary 2 
the Gunnery. , 

He ald have foimd no bewer ylase for the exerem d że 
task for which be was now qualified Ax the nura € 
an exorcist exercising in appareatly great power was Cvete 
among them, ese vo enmplain to him eonfental] 4 
the frightful attacks they hw to eniare fres Satan tat - 
suhjecta. ; 

As the Abbé exorciserd these teoabled women appart: 
with success, he incurred the anger of the beads @ y 
Church. He had given himself out as an mbene 
the Divine Paraclete of Lore, who could by that pi? m 
Satan. The cardinals, however, considered that U^ gut 
Bilan was himself inspired by evil and distil age 
and so condemned him. Coming hack from Bowe, vu * 
had heard his cotdemnation, be took up his rest 
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to be possessed, and he is said to have really cured very many | 


of thom by his power, his faculty of suggestion, if so it will be 
mid. He freed, however, the bewitched not only from their 
suflerings, but, it is said, if certain reports are to be believed, 
understood how to transfer the evil over to the evil witches 
themselves. 

Angura related the following in regard to this : If you, fear- 
ing a spell, consulted the Apostle, he began to put a clairvoyant 
to sleep and sought through her enlightenment as to who the 
witch was and what kind of enchantment used. Tf it was a 
severe. case, he took his flight to + Melehiselech’s Ruhmes 
Opper,” where the following ceremony took place :-- 

The ofliciating person had a silver cup with consecrated 
bread and wine put upon an altar, consisting of a table and a 
tabernacle of wood ; on this was a cross, surrounded by a tetra- 
gam. He immediately put on his priestly garments, a long red 
mbe with a red and white girdle and a white cloak, on the breast 
of which was cut out the form of a cross, and began to read the 
sscriticial prayer. 

He who was desirous of the aid of the Apostle was brought 
tothe neighbourhood of the altar. — Boulan then went on with 
his supplications, and laid his left hand on the head of the 
bewitched. Thereupon he stretched his other hand out, begged 
the arehangel Michael to aid him, and adjured the glorious 
legions of angels to bind the bad spirits. Now came the moment 
of the prayer of exorcism and the ofticiant cried it out three 
times. after he laid the hand of the supplicant on the altar. 
Then bread and wine were extended to him, with which the 
ceremony was finished. 

In this way would well-known Parisians be cured of the ills, 
which, according to their view, their enemies acquainted with 
wizard’s arts, who belonged to the Cabbalistic  Rosicrucian 
order lately revived among Parisians by Stanislas de Guaita, 
had affected them with. 


M. de Thomassin says that Boulan was the enemy of 
this Order, believing that some of its members practised 
Black Magic. The sudden death of the Abbé, who had 
come to Paris from Lyons in good health, was by Haysmans 
and Jules Bois, in articles which appeared in “ Gil Blas” 
and the “ Figaro,” attributed to Black Magic, employed by 
Peladin and Guaita, members of the revived Rosicrucian 


Order :—- 


Haysmans relates the following: It is indisputable that 
Guaita and Peladin daily engaged in black magic. The poor 
Boulan had been continually in conflict with bad spirits, 
which they sent him. Through two years they had despatched 
these from Paris to Lyons, and it was according to his 
view quite possible that the Abbé had succumbed to a spell. 
“Tam sure,” continued Haysmans, *' that Peladin and Guaita 
have done all they could to injure me. You see, every time, 
when I wish to go to sleep I receive blows on my head and in 
my face from, as I may say, however, fluidic fists. I might 
suppose that they are subjective feelings of hallucination, de- 
pendent on great sensibility of my nervous system. I am in- 
clined to think, however, that it is a matter of magic. For 
proof of it I say to you that my cat, who certainly is not 
hallucinated, likewise, at the same time as I, receives blows on 
the head. And it is certain that Madame Shibant, a worthy 
woman, whom I became acquainted with at Abbé Boulan's once, 
speedily cured me of this maleficium. Since our friend has 
died I feel double blows every evening.” 


If there be a White Magic there is undoubtedly also a 
Black Magic, and if there be any truth in the statements 
made by the French journalists and M. de Thomassin, that 
Black Magic is practised at the present time, there is 
exceeding danger in meddling with the Unseen unless 
equipped with the “ whole armour of God,” 


IgkEvERENCE everywhere is blindness, not sight ; you can 
know nothing which you do not reverence. All of the 
mystery which surrounds life aud pervades life is really one 
mystery. It is God. It is Love. And of this personal 
mystery of Love—of God--it is supremely true that only by 
reverence, only by the hiding of the eyes, can life be seen. One 
who thiuks to look God full in the face and question Him, 
Minds himself thereby, and cannot sec God—he sees something, 
but what he sees is not God, but himself, —PuLLIrs Brooks, 


STAR-WORSHIP. 


The following extracts are from a condensation in the 
“Literary Digest” of a paper in “Russkiy Wiestnik,” 


St. Petersburg ;— 


A fow ycars later I travelled in the Sahara, accompanied by 
an Arabian Nimrod; this old hunter had never been in any 
mosque. He was a votary of stars and nature. ‘‘ My prayer,” 
he said, ** is not the result of my intellect. Nature whispers it to 
mo. Thesky is to me like a book ; in the stars, the eyes of Allah, 
Iread His holy will. I pray to the Sun, the Moon, and the stars, 
nnd these prayers reach the ear of Allah as well as the beams 
of the stars," 

I did not remain long in *' the land of death and fire " as the 
nomads call the Sahara, but directed my wandering steps to the 
camp of the Tuareks, the lovers of freedom. One night the 
young people were singing and dancing round the blazing fire 
under the silver light of the moon. On a sudden they stopped 
and cried: ‘‘Aphaenor, Aphaenor!” lifting their hands 
and heads up to the sky. Then the daughter of the chief, 
a young, pretty, slender girl, the best singer among them, 
stepped forward, and sang with a soft, melodious voice a solemn 
hymn to the Moon. This hymn was repeated in a loud, sonorous 
voiee by the young men. This worship, in the stillness of 
night, resembled that of the Sabeians, the votaries of the stars. 

Another night I spent with the Turkomans near the Caspian 
Sea. They, too, were star-worshippers. ‘‘ When people die,” 
said one of the oldest, **their souls go to the.stars, whence 
they come down to earth and hover round our fires. The 
souls of the just people shine in the skies as the brilliant stars; 
those that are less good have scarcely any light at all. In our 
times there are no great saints, and consequently there appear 
no brilliant new stars ; even new small stars have not been seen 
in the latest times. Now and then large stars fall down from 
the sky. Allah is angry with the just ones, because they are 
conceited and desire to be worshipped. Therefore he flings 
them down to earth. Under the form of Sun and Moon, Allah 
Himself goes up and down the horizon, the Prophet and all just 
ones following Him.” 

One night, when we were travelling through the desert, in 
Middle Asia, there appeared a strange phenomenon in the sky ; 
it was like the zodiacal light, and caused a lively discussion 
among my companions. ‘‘ That light,” they said, ** comes from 
Heaven to show Allah the way to Kerbel (a place of pilgrimage). 
Blessed are those who see thatlight, still more blessed those 
who are seen by it. ‘Twill not be long ere the sky will be 
darkened, then the evil spirits arise trembling before Allah ; at 
that hour the right believer dares no more look at the sky, he 
directs his eyes to the holy Kerbel.” In half an hour we were 
at the caravansary. Before I stretched myself on my couch, 1 
stepped out on the flat roof of the building, and to my astonish- 
ment I saw on the cold floor my companions kneeling with uplifted 
eyes and hands saying their silent prayers. I understood then 
that they were star-worshippers and Mohammedans. 

In the solitary steppes of the Mongolei I found traces of the 
old star-cult. Many Buddhists believe in these celestial bodies. 

In the deserts of Arabia, and not in Mesopotamia, were the 
first astronomical observations made. By their movements were 
predicted certain meteorological changes ; the divinity living on 
the stars was, according to their idea, the cause of drought, 
wind, hail, or storms. Thus the sky became for them an open 
book, whence they drew all their knowledge. The stars 
influenced their whole life and had soon an active part in the 
fate of man. The lively imagination of the man of the Orient 
clothed them with the greatest varieties of forms. 

What was star-worship in its beginning led to the adoration 
of stones, trees, water, and many other deities, including God 
Himself. All Sabeians or Star-worshippers had acknowledged, 
even long before Mahomed’s existence, One Great Being, 
though they worshipped a whole pantheon of lower beings. 
“The desert especially leads to monotheism,” says one ethno- 
logist. *'For the son of the desert Allah is one great, universal 
Power, One Being, revealing Himself in His qualities, in deities 
of second order." These deities the Arabian addresses very 
often, either to gain something or to be protected against some 
danger. In former times at most solemn events they lighted a 
fire at which they swore their oaths ; sometimes they sacrificed 
animals ; a remnant of this lost custom is preserved in tho 
bleeding of the hands, whenever a league or covenant is made 
between two persons. "Their processions go round the altars of 
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FOREIGN PAPERS. 


The ** Spiritualistisch Weckblad" quotes from a powerfy 
speech of Hobrecht's in Berlin against the anti-Semitic agit. 
tion led by Pastor Sticker. Hobrecht says '*itis the duty q 
overy civilised boing, and of every party, to oppose and circum. 
vent hy word and deed this fermentation against the Jews. The 
anti-Sumitic movement is not noble, not German, not Christian," 

The Berlin “Sphinx” Alliance has brought out a new 
Spiritualistic paper called ** Die UbersinnlicheWelt." The fire 
number contains an introduction in which the aims of the 
Alliance are explained to be : (1) To contribute to the investiga. 
tion of so-called occult science by means of experiments, 
scientific addresses, and conversaziones. (2) To embrace a 


aacrifice : their round dances aro. only imitations of tho rotary 


movements of stars, , 

I spent my last night in tho desert ; thero were no lights nor 
darkness round about; the soil, sand, stones, tho 
and the grey feet of the camel all were 


colours ; 
pointed grass blades, 
like one dark grey mass ; sky and earth were floating together; 


there was no horizon, only the yolden stars lighted this mass. 
There was no sound nor change ; only now and then T smelt the 
perfume of the myrrh that here and. there had found n shelter 
between the stones. In the sky we saw the brilliant Sirius, the 
beautiful Venus, the bright Capella, and the Balance. The camel 
stopped in its march, and the Bedouin, wrapped in his white 
burnous, falling down from his broad shoulders, his bronze face 
framed by tho striped turban, rested on his spear and directed 


his eves, shaded hy long lashes, to the constellation of Mars, 
the evil star. 
sion ; convulsively he pressed his spear, and led his camel with 
a firm hand the other way. 

He tarries for a few minutes ; the stars tell him which route 
to take; where to find a refreshing spring; where stands his 
tent, and where his young wife is waiting for him. Until this 
day the stars always brought him good luck ; but there lurks 
the star of evil, frightening the suspicious son of the desert. 
For some time he is lost in reverie ; for some time his eyes try 
to read the stars. Of a sudden a beam of joy flashes from his 
eyes; he takes the reins of the camel in hand, lifts up his 
spear, his eyes seek tho far horizon. The evil star does not 
frighten him any longer, two good ones have appeared beside 
it; they guide him to the far distance. The ship of the desert 
puts itself in movement, while the Bedouin, whispering a 
prayer, “Allh be praised!" directs his grateful look up to 
the sky, whence the sparkling eyes of God look kindly down 
upon him. 


* SPIRITUALISM : WHAT IS IT?" 


The following characteristic letter appears in the current 
number of the ‘Christian World" under the above 
heading :— 

Sin, — Its primary and only true and original meaning is that 
created in America in the epoch year of 1848, and imported into 
Great Britain soon after: The averment by physical prooy that 
the human mind at physical death continues to live and think 
and act in the ethereal substance usually called in Scripture the 
** spiritual body," a body created at physical birth, and developed 
with and through the chemical substances that build up and 
sustain the physical structure we at present live in; and with- 
draws from that structure a spiritual body, sustained and 
influenced by the yet more ethereal substance we name spirit ; 
a progress we can somewhat understand through the phenome- 
non of the caterpillar and buttertly. 

As possibly the only survivor of the original band of active 
British Spiritualists, I enter my protest against the ethical 
costumiers, who, like men-milliners, make a living by scissoring 
out theories on their educational beliefs and falsely calling them 
“Spiritualism,” and who, by Press and platform, cover over 
with the rags of imagination the central figure of man—a spirit, 
a person. Therefore it is that sects of theory-Spiritualists are 
as numerous as Christian sects, and Spiritualism pure and vital 
is concealed. 

Asa member of the Church of England, and having full 
faith in its leading tenets in common with those of the 
Wesleyans, Congregationalists, Baptists, Presbyterians, and 
their sub-divisions, through organisation details, I rejoice to rest 
in the facts, that while Moses and St. Paul forbade association 
with angel devils through wizards and sorcerers, the Old and 
New Testaments sparkle with angel saints, appearing, convers- 
ing with, assisting, strengthening the man in his physical body, 
who puts his trust in the Lord Almighty. 

To my knowledge, miracles are as rife now and of the same 
kind as they were in the first century of the Christian era, and 
the members of the Churches can as easily obtain them now as 
in the apostolic days. The divine power is as strong now as 
then ; but so long as the clergy teach the people that the devil 
and his angels are stronger physically than the ‘‘ ministering 
spirits," angels of our Lord, and so long as the members of the 
churches are timid, “ mighty works” cannot take place in their 
churches and families because of their unbelief. 


June, 1893. J. ExMonE JONES. 


He looked at it with a firm and. resolute expres- 


members and co-operators, without distinction of class or creed, 
all who make the command “ Love your neighbour as yourself” 
their “rule of life." In the first number Dr. Carl du Prel 
begins “A Contribution to the History of Occultism,” and 
Carl Hoffmann has an article on ‘‘ Professor Förster and 
Spiritualism,” while in addition to other interesting matter there 
is an account of a ** Sphinx Alliance " séance with the physical 
medium, Mrs. Minna Demmler. The following is from the 
columns of this paper :— 

In St. Petersburg a Russian ' Le Normand ” died lately in 
the person of Mrs. Fild—of whom many, and not exclusively 
people of undistinguished rank— maintain that she really 
possessed the gift of prophecy, and that in almost every case 
her predictions have so far been fultilled. A Russian Admiral 
paid her for many years a pension of 600 roubles (about £100) 
because in earliest youth she had foretold his brilliant career 
in every particular. To Colonel Suideiken she foretold, years 
before it occurred, all the circumstances of his tragic end. She 
also predicted the death date of the well-known writer, 
Destojewski. That was rather a gruesome phase of her quality, 
but she had fine sides to her character. She had two consulta- 
tion fees, one about sixteen shillings and the other thirty-two, 
but to those who could not afford to pay she gave her services 
gratis. It is said that she has left a large fortune, and has be 
queathed a considerable portion of it.to charitable institutions. 
Her friends also state that she has left written prophecies in 
which the political future of Russia is described. It might be 
useful to publish these at once. 

A Batavian correspondent of the ‘‘ Handelsblad ” tells the 
following story: You will remember that a few weeks agoa 
report went the round of the papers to the effect that a Cus- 
toms officer somewhere in Oosthoek cut down a sacred 
tree against the wishes and warnings of the populace. 
The officer did not trouble himself much about the 
warnings, and the results do not appear to have troubled 
him much, either. Indeed, he seems to have somewhat shrewdly 
turned the affair to a little profit. Since the fall of the tree his 
house, it is reported, has been beset by one or more invisible 
beings who knock things about in a general way, and destroy 
some. These agents are invisible to the owner of the house, 
and to the majority of the inmates, but not to the owner's son, 
a boy of about eight years. He sees the approach of a person- 
age clad in white and wearing a turban (compare “ Ghosts in 
Java,” in ''Lraumr" of April 8th). On one occasion the boy 
called out, ** Papa, there he is again. He is lifting the vase.” 
The bystanders saw nothing, but an instant later the vase was 
on the floor, shivered into a dozen pieces. People in the neigh- 
bourhood have had their curiosity aroused, and have taken 
lodgings in the house in order to satisfy themselves as to the 
accuracy of the facts,and they— so runs the story—can do nothing 
but confirm them. They sit down to dinner and suddenly all 
the finger-glasses are upset by some invisible agent and the 
water streams over the table. The poor little chap who warns 
his father of the agent's approach suffers sometimes disagree 
ablo inconveniences, suchas might very readily disgusta child with 
the performance of this simple duty. Occasionally the curtains 
of the empty room open without the intervention of any visible 
beings, and at other times all the bells of the house start ringing 
simultaneously. It isa lively place, and the writer who sends 
the story of these phenomena, not having seen them, does not, 
of course, believe in their supposed origin, but adds with regard 
to the bona fides of all concerned, “I can only say that it is 
maintained here in the most positive manner." What more ho 
could want in the way of evidence—beyond a personal experi 
ence which seems to have been within reach—is not very clear. 


TuE greatost friend of Truth is Time ; her greatest enemy iv 
Prejudice ; and her constant companion is Humility. 
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A SHORT WAY WITH THE SPIRITS. 


We are indebted once more to the *: Literary Digest " of 
Boston for one of those condensed essays from foreign 
journals which we should not otherwise get. The following, 
called “Spiritism,” by Arne Garborg, is from the © Sam- 
tiden,” of Bergen. The explanation propounded is quite 
simple when the propositions on which it is founded 
are proved. “While there is life, there is purpose, and no 
purpose is without a directing will behind it" One natur- 
ally asks, what is life? what is purpose? and what is a 
directing Will? and how do they depend upon each other? 
andsoon. Akáskaw is possibly Aksakof. 


Even A. J. Davis admitted that *'spirits have but seldom 
gammunicated with men," and most Spiritists have now-a-days 
walescored “sellom.” Most Spiritistic phenomena are now 
explained to be © mediumistic," viz., dependent upon certain 
quuies and doings of the medium. Akdskaw groups all so- 
allal Spiritualistic phenomena under three headings, only the 
bs of which includes spirits, and but few phenomena can be 
counted under it. 

The Spiritists have claimed that our immortality would be 
proved if we could get hold of a spirit. Is that really so! Might 
the possible spirits not be Deras? The Fakirs believe they are. 
To explain immortality by Spiritism is no explanation. To explain 
a pheaomenon or a thing means to put it in such a relation 
to something known that it becomes apparent. The spirit- 
bypothesis places something unknown in relation to something 
sill more unknown. Such a method is theological, but not 
scientific. It neither denies nur affirms. There are ‘‘ possibilities" 
everywhere, both in the world of matter and spirit. There are 
many things in the Spiritualistic phenomena for which it is very 
convenient to use the spirit-theory, and may be it is the only 
explanation. Bat to apply that theory to all such phenomena 
3 very indiscriminating, even ridiculous. 

When people undertake to explain the Spiritistic pheno- 
mena, they naturally start with physical causes. In how many 
ways has table-dancing not been explained? Still, one element 
remains to mystify. The power which acts has an intelligence. 
Whence this intelligence? To leave spirits out of the explana- 
tion, we must look for some connection between the nerve- 
power of the inedium and consciousness. But,say the objectors, 
the medium is usually not conscious. The medium sleeps, 
and sleeps in a franc? ; the medium is entirely ignorant of all 
eects produced. As it is evident that it was not the ordinary 
consciousness which was at work, recourse was had to the 
"somnambulie" consciousness which was at work. What is 
"somnambulic" consciousness? Is there such a thing? Yes. 
Hypnotic experiments have proved that, under certain circum- 
stances, a "somnambulic " consciousness not only exists, but 
tan act very independently. It is common among hysterical 
individuals. Take an hysterical person of independent ‘ som- 
nambulic" consciousness, give him the necessary ‘nerve- 
power" and the power to hypnotise himself, and we have the 
' Spiritistic medium.” 

But here is another difficulty. Some mediums do not sleep. 
The answer is that hypnotic experiments have proved that 
hysterical persons need not sleep in order to set free their 
* somnambulic " consciousness. Here, then, is a theory which 
seems able to explain much. 

[At this stage of the author’s paper he gives a long account 
of experiments made with one Mr. Z., which we have not space 
to reproduce. ] 

It appears from Mr. Z.’s history that though he was not con- 
sious, yet his conscious ego in some roundabout way directed 
his dream-life. The conscious volition, which permeates a 
medium's being, cannot be destroyed by any trance. It 
remains, and '*unconsciously " moulds and directs the ever- 
ative imagination, even though this be ‘‘deadened” by a 
trance. Some may say, ‘‘ Yes, but the medium sleeps. How 
an there be any ‘directing ego'!" The difficulty is only 
apparent. No sleep, magnetic or other, destroys the medium’s 
life, Where there is life, there is purpose, and no purpose 
iswithout a directing will behind it. During sleep there is 
in the brain, so to say, one spot which does not sleep. We 
know that from every-day experience. We lie down to 
sleep in the evening with the purpose of waking up at a 
certain time in the morning, and we do wake up at the right 
time. 
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The hypnotic sleep may be as deep as possible, yet the 
| hypnotiser is always en’ rapport with the medium. This con- 
nection can be but a limited state of wakefulness, yet it is 
wakefulness and opens the avenue for impressions. If the 
medium hypnotises himself, he must remain en rapport with him- 
self. Why not! It is not the whole being which is hypnotised ; 
only some parts of it. Were the whole being hypnotised, it 
would cease to live. The *'life-principle ” is not hypnotised. 


ACCURACY. 

The following observations from the “ Religio-Philoso- 
phical Journal” are very pertinent :— 

With most people inaccuracy is the rule, accuracy the excep- 
tion, in matters of observation and the conclusions derived 
therefrom. Accuracy to a large extent depends upon the 
mental constitution. One must have not only the habit of 
observing but the power of discriminating, of making dis- 
tinctions. There is needed intellectual as well xs moral 
integrity. One of the main differences between the savage and 
the civilised man is this: The savage sces a few things; the 
civilised man sees many. Asa writer says, “The world grows 
for us as we grow.” A man of science will view an object and 
observe all its various aspects and a thousand distinctions where 
the savage will see it but in the aggregate, that is, only as one 
homogeneous thing. One of the reasons why the intellectual 
man passes so many things unobserved is the vast domain which 
is opened up to his power of observation and reflection. The 
savage has so narrow a range, like that of the lower animals, 
that what he sees is impressed vividly upon his mind. The very 
largeness of the field of observation contributes, in the ordinary 
mind, to inadequate or inaccurate observations. Hence in 
investigations that require not merely good eyesight and hear- 
ing and sensitive touch, but keen powers of discrimination, 
there is a general lack of competency and general liability to 
error, not only in conclusions arrived at but as to what is seen, 
the facts, —the data on which conclusions are based. A man 
relates to you what he sees and his narrative fails to make any 
impression upon your mind. If you mention this to him or he 
infers it from your indifferent manner, he is very liable to think 
that you question his honesty, and one has often to remark 
under such circumstances, *I do not doubt that you are per- 
fectly honest in what you say.” Then, of course, there is an 
implied reflection upon his intelligence and he will remind you 
that his judgment in ordinary matters is considered among his 
acquaintances and friends at least of average soundness. True, 
his judgment may be equal or even superior to that of some 
others in ordinary matters, but when it comes to investigations 
that require exceptional powers, his opinion may be of no value 
whatever. 

A great many who investigate certain classes of phenomena 
which pass under the name of Spiritualism are persons of this 
very description. They go to a materialisation séance, they see 
the phenomena, and under conditions which they imagine do 
not admit of fraud, when they become convinced that they have 
actually seen a spirit and are rather impatient with those who 
do not accept the belief in such spirit exhibitions on their testi- 
mony. They go toa slate-writing medium, one in whose pre- 
sence writing appears on slates tied together, on which even 
flowers artistically painted appear, and they are satisfied that 
there is no chance for fraud, when the fact is their satisfac- 
tion may be the result of their ignorance of ingenious methods 
employed by the professed medium to deceive them and to get 
their money by practising deception. The testimony cf such 
persons is of no value and a large amount of the testimony 
offered is of this character. It has no evidential value what- 
ever for careful, discriminating minds, who know what the 
liabilities of mistakes are and how utterly unfit for investigation 
are those who ordinarily examine subjects with which they are 
acquainted. Think of an unpractised person observing pheno- 
mena of a sleight-of-hand performer and attempting to pass 
upon the question whether the conditions of deception have 
been eliminated. While nothing seems more certain than that 
there is no chance for deception, yet the whole performance is 
one in which the eye and judgment of the spectator are deceived. 

If, **the Journal" will add, Spiritualism depended upon the 
testimony of such people, certainly it would have a very frail 
foundation. Fortunately its genuine phenomena have put it 
beyond doubt, and investigation in the future will not invalidate 
the actuality of the phenomena upon which the belief is based. 
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INSANITY AND GENIUS, 


Notwithstanding Mr. F. W. H. Myers's explanation of 
geaius as an uprush from the subliminal consciousness, there 
are not afew pathological philosophers who look upon it 
as a form of at least incipient madness. And so much do 
regard it in that way that we get yet another piece 
ot evidence that madness should be regarded from quite a 
different standpoint from that from which it has been 
hitherto considered. 


thev 


There is a paper on Insanity and Genius in the “Arena” 

June, which shows this tendency in a marked degree. 
As is often the custom in such papers as this by Dr. Arthur 
MoDonald, various authorities are referred to, some pre- 
suimably value than are others, He quotes for 
Moreau of Tours, who holds that :— 


of more 
example 


Genius is the highest expression, the ne plus ultra, of in- 
telleetual activity, which is due to an over-excitation of the 
nervous system and in this sense is neurotic; that disease of 
the nervous centres is a hereditary condition, favouring the 
development of the intellectual faculties. 

Moreau maintains, moreover, on the basis of geographical 
facts, that among distinguished men one finds the largest 
number of insane ; that the children of geniuses are inferior 


even to those of average men, owing to convulsions and 


cezebral diseases in infaney, Genius is always isolated ; it 
on eine Of natures energy, after which her proerea- 
tive forces are exhausted. Mental dynamism cannot be 


exatas] to genius, unless the organ of thought isin a con- 


dition analogous to that of an abnormal irritability, which 
the 


mine 


is also favourable 
When the 


in danger of falling into dementia. 


to development of hereditary 


insanity. reaches its highest linit it is 


The cerebral troubles 


of great men, from simple nervousness to normal pertur- 


bation, are the natural, if not necessary, effects. of their 
orpanisation, 
Huxley considers genius to be a form of " sport.” These 


are his words 


Genius, 


to my mind 


, Inexns innate capacity of any kind 
mental level, biological point. of 
view, I should say that a‘ gonius " men stands imn tho 
same position asa “ among animals and plants, and is n 
product of that variability which is the postulate of selection. I 
should think it probible that a large proportion of 
sports” are likely to come tu grief physically and socially, and 
that the intensity of fecling, which is one of the conditions of 
what is commonly called genius, is especially liable to sun into 
the fixed ideas which are at the bottom of so mueh-insaniby. 
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“seem” to bear out this contention. Lamartine : Speaks o 
the mental disease called genius. Newton wrote to Lock, 


that he had pansa some months without having “a o, 
sistency of mind.” 


Dr. MeDonald quotes sayings of various geniuses A 


Schopenhauer confessed that when he 
composed his great work, he behaved strangely, and w 


‘ty 
taken for insane, 


Tolstoi has acknowledged that phil, | 
phieal scepticism led him to a condition bordering on jy, 
sanity. Al this is very interesting, especially to student, 
of things generally supposed to be hidden, ! 

Dr. McDonald, however, does not stop here. He asserts 
though without proof, that precocity is a symptom both 
of genius and of insanity, and as if to make this part of 
his argument of no avail names some foremost men why 
apparently showed no signs of precocity. We then ge 
some remarks on originality. 

Originality is very common, both to men of genius and th 
insane, but in the lattor case it is generally without purpose, 
Hagen makes irresistible impulse one of the characteristics of 
genius, as Schüle does of insanity. Mozart avowed that hi: 
musical inventions came involuntarily, like dreams, showing zi 
uuconsciousness and spontaneity which are also frequent in 
insanity. Socrates says that poets create, not by reflection, but 
by natural instinct. Voltaire said, in a letter to Diderot, tha: 
all manifestations of genius are effects of instinct. and that 
all the philosophers of the world together could not have given 
“Tos Animaux Malades de la Peste," which La Fontaine com- 
posed without knowing even what he did. According t; 
Goethe, a certain cerobral irritation is necessary to poet. 
Klopstock declared that in dreams he had found niany inspira- 
tions for his poems. Thus as the great thoughts of geniu 
often come spontaneously, so it is with the ideas of the insane. 

Here, again, the Spiritualist must be obliged to Dr. 
McDonald. ‘ Unconsciousness and spontaneity, which are 
also frequent in insanity," is very instructive. A com 
parison of the brain-weights of certain geniuses, and the 
brain-weights of certain insane persons is made, with the 
result that “particular individuals among the insane 
and people of genius both show extremely large cerebral 
capacity." 

The conclusion arrived at by Dr. McDonald is that “ the 
fundamental cause in both genius and insanity is the same: 
it is the excessive psychical or nervous energy." This he 
founds on the modern and *'fundamental conception of 
disease "as being an excess of normality. And this is how 
the article ends :— 


Some characteristics of genuis are originality, egotisu, 
vanity, indiscretion, and lack of common-sense ; precocity, 
sterility, irritability, impetuosity, melancholia, and suscepti- 
bility to visions and dreams. These characteristics belong also 
to the insane. If it be said that itis cruel to compare much that 
we consider highest in the world with insanity, the reply is, 
that we might as well object to classing man among the bipeds, 
because vultures are bipeds. Any analysis of genius that may 
show the closest relation to insanity cannot change genius 
itself. Faust and Hamlet remain Faust and Hamlet. Tho 
question is not a matter of sentiment, but of facts. Genius 
and vreat talent are those forms of abnormality most beneficial 
to society. 

This we submit is a most lame and impotent conclusion. 
After having done his best to show that genius and in- 
sanity are almost, if not quite, convertible terms, and hav- 
ing fairly well succeeded, the writer tries to get out of the 
difficulty by saying that “ genius and great talent are those 
forms of abnormality most beneficial to society." That 
Dr. McDonald felt that his conclusion was not suflicient is 
evident, for he has let slip in the expression “ great talent,” 
which is not the same thing as “ genius." 

The whole article seems to point to and to bear out that 
theory of genius and of insanity which makes both of 
them come from intelligence existing outside ourselves. 
Mr. Myers has said much on the subject, and attributes 


| ; i 
genius, as we have already said, to the uprush from a sup- 


posed subliminal consciousness. But granting that general 


| subliminal consciousness we submit that there is ample 
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evidence of unseen intelligences working either in or not in 
that consciousness, and that these intelligences do, either 
for evil or for good, influence certain, though it may 
indeed be abnormally developed, persons, The charac- 
teristics, such as irritability, vanity, and so forth, which are 
possibly, or probably even, common to both are also likely 
w be the result of the indwelling spirit which cannot ac- 
commodate itself to the environment by which it finds 
itself surrounded. Any way Dr. McDonald has contri- 
buted an important addition to the literature of a subject 
which is of growing interest. 


A LETTER CONVEYED BY SPIRIT AGENCY. 


I think the following account of an experience I had 
some years ago in India may be of interest to some of your 
pumerous readers. You will remember that Mr. Eglinton 
came out to Calcutta for the purpose of giving investigators 
the opportunity of studying some of the phenomena of 
Spiritualism, in November, 1881, and he remained there as 
my guest from the time of his arrival until my departure 
ior England in the first week of February, 1832. 

To make my narrative coherent, I must add that when 
I vas in England in 1879 I busied myself in investigating 
the phenomena of Spiritualism, and had quite an extensive 
series of sittings with various mediums ; and although I 
never met Mr. Eglinton until he came to Calcutta in 1881, 
I made the acquaintance of several very well-known 
mediums, and among them Mr. Arthur Cólman, a young 
musician and we speedily became pretty intimate, and I 
received many marvellous results through his mediumship. 
I left for Calcutta in October, 1879, and did not return to 
this country until the beginning of February, 1882. 

During my absence Mr. Cólman frequently wrote to me, 
and I have some of his letters still, notably one written 
from London on the 19th December, 1881, in which he asks 
how I was getting on with his friend Eglinton, and speak- 
ing of the pleasure it would give him could he have joined 
us, &. And now to the extraordinary part of the matter. 

On the 15th January, 1882, which was a Sunday, Mr. 
Eglinton and I had been over to spend the day and dine 
with our friends, Col. and Mrs. Gordon, who lived over at 
Howrah, on the other side of the River Hooghly. When 
we returned to my rooms at night we went to sit in the 
verandah for a bit before going to bed, when Eglinton went 
under control and his spirit friend “ Daisy " said they had 
brought me a letter from London which my friend Arthur 
Célman had just written. I asked where the letter was, 
and was told to go into the next room and look on the 
ather, where I should find it. ‘ Daisy " further said that 
they had taken the letter, just as it was, still unfinished, off 
Cólman's desk, while he was out of the room, and that he 
was terribly puzzled when he got back to the room to find 
that the letter had disappeared, and that he would be 
pretty sure to write me again and tell me about it, On 
going into the adjoining room and looking on the zither 
there, sure enough, I found the following letter in Cólman's 
well-known handwriting. I give a verbatim copy: -. 

16, St. Paul's Crescent, 
Camden-square, London, N.W. 
January 15th, 1882. 

My Dear FeigND,—lI am wondering how you are getting 
ta with your sittings. I often wish I could be with you ; how- 
ever, I suppose you will soon be leaving for England. It's now 
horribly cold here and pretty nearly pitch dark, altho’ it is not 
quite five o'clock, rather different to your side of the world, I 
expect. Do you know, I have been looking into a crystal this 
afternoon which belongs to a friend of mine—just for fun, for I 
don't think they are much use. However, to my surprise, I | 
taw you and Eglinton sitting under a sort of verandah. Well, 
then, that faded away and then I saw the name of “Gordon.” 
I put a good deal of this down to imagination, as I have been 


thinking a good deal of you, though I can't account for the name. 
I wonder when—— 
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Here the letter terminates abruptly, without finish or 
Signature. It must be borne in mind that Calcutta time 
is nearly six hours ahead of English (5 hrs. 56 min. to be 
exact), and that we were sitting in my verandah at about 
11 pm., or the exact time Mr. Cólman was writing, and 
we had also beeu sitting in the Gordons’ verandah a great 
portion of the day. Bearing in mind what “ Daisy " had 
said, and knowing that I should have left for England 
before the next English mail could arrive, I gave that 
unfinished letter to my brother, who was staying out in 
Caleutta, and particularly asked him, should any letters 
arrive by mail after I had left, in the same hand-writing, to 
give them both to Mrs. Gordon. Sure enough the mail 
that arrived after I left brought the following letter by 
post to my address in Calcutta. 

I may add that letters from England to Calcutta took 
as nearly as possible three weeks to arrive, and that letters 
dated 15th or 16th January would not leave London till 
Friday, 20th, that being Indian mail day out, and so 
could not be delivered in Calcutta earlier than the 10th of 
February, whereas I had left for England on February 8th. 

My brother, as requested, took both letters over to Mrs. 
Gordon, —viz., the one I have copied already and the other 
which had just arrived. They opened the letter that had 
come by post, and I append a verbatim copy of that also :— 

16, St. Paul's Crescent, 
Camden-square, London, N.W., 
January 16th. 

My Dear Frignp,—Something rather odd occurred yester- 
day! I was writing a letter to you, when I was called away and 
upon my return found it had disappeared from the table. 
I have hunted for it everywhere, but cannot tind it, so I’m 
writing this. I wonder how you are getting on with your sittings ? 
Famously, I expect, for Eglinton is, I know, truly wonderful. 

I often think of you and wish I could be with you. I hope 
you will tell me in your next when you think of coming to 
England. I shall hope to see you then. Trusting you are well 


and with very kind regards, — Your friend, 
ARTHUR. 


After reading this, Mrs. Gordon wrote to Mr. Célman 
asking whether she might print an account of this very 
remarkable occurrence, but Mr. Célman wrote back to her, 
begging her not to use his name, as his family were bitterly 
opposed to his having anything to do with Spiritualism. 

I returned from India this spring, and it was while 
talking over old times with Mrs. Gordon that she reminded 
me of this episode, and asked me whether I did not think 
it remarkable enough to print, the case being so thoroughly 
complete in every way. I have quite lost sight of Mr. 
Cólman for many years, and do not in the least know 
where to find him, but I think, now that more than eleven 
years have elapsed since this marvellous manifestation took 
place, no harm can come of giving it publicity. I may add 
that Mr. Célman when writing to Mrs. Gordon gave her 
an account of the whole occurrence, which tallied exactly 
with what Mr. Eglinton’s control told me. Indeed, truth 
is stranger than fiction, and to quote the well-known lines: 
“There are more things in heaven and earth than are 


dreamed of in our philosophy."— Yours for the Truth, 


June 12th, 1893. 


J. G. MECGENs. 


LIFE BEYOND. 
I watched a sail until it dropt from sight 
Over the rounding sea. A gleam of white, 
A last far-tlashed farewell, and, like a thought 
Slipt out of mind, it vanished and was not. 


Yet, to the helmsman standing at the wheel 
Broad seas still stretched before the gliding keel. 
Disaster? Change ?—he felt no slightest sign ; 
Nor dreamed he of that dim horizon line. 

So may it be, perchance, when down the tide 
Our dear ones vanish. Peacefully they glide 

On level seas, nor mark the unknown bound. 

We call it death—to them 'tis life beyond ! 


— James BUCKHAM. 
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SPIRITUAL GRAVITATION numbers of men and women of good character are fors 
: yoverty into these miserable associations" Now, i ü ta 


It is not necessary w be a Theosophist to be impressed | souls have been waiting about seeking reincarnation, ; * 

by the weighty words of Mrs. Besant on the Practical dificult to ser why they should choose a lot whish i N 
possibly either drag them down to a lower level in the cd 
As 


Application of Thecsopliy in “ Lucifer” for June. All who 
accept the doctrine uf reincarnation will also feel the im- | p evolution than that at which they have already A. 


portance of her observations, of which the following extracts | gp ejs give them up to «une years of useless we ^ 


will give some idea :— and degradation, Such souls are not drawn w the 
Reincarnation, as everyone knows, is the fact that the | vironment suitable to their tendencies. a 

human soul is re-born on earth for life after life, and that by 

the experience of each lile it gathers knowledge and builds up | 

character, ringing with it to each new life on the earth the | A LETTER OF PROFESSOR DE MORGAN.* 

results accumulated in precedent lives. At each return it i» | 

drasa by natural affinity to the race, family and environment 


suitable to it«elf, these forces of attraction working as definitely , j 
and as surely aa the physical forces working in the solar system. impregnated our modern thought. When De Morgan Seve 
: , 8e 


The Theosophist, knowing these laws, will be influenced in his way before the evidence which seemed to hin 5 
view of the a by this knowledge, and v asa iac clusive, he, great mathematician and teacher as he 
would see in a ülthv cot à spot stt ve to disease, 80 (oes ag : š : d 
dee AID Court A Spot BATAN i 1 80 OO was looked upon with very different feelinzs from whas, 
see in the spiritual, mental, moral, and physical degradation would be regarded wit} lo In the Life! M Dey t 
of the slum a spot certain to attract towards it souls at a very i i minnow: Inthe opu dag iii Torn. 
there is a letter by her husband which possibly very fa 


low grade of evolution. Souls of all kinds are seeking re-in- 3 
mation; soine of these have behind them many lives of have noticed, and yet it isan important one, because it des, 


persistent effort towards parity and nobility of character, and | away all the doubt originally conveyed by the anonyuity , 
bring with them tendencies towards virtue ; others have behind | “ From Matter to Spirit,” and also because it emim i 
then many lives of yielding to animal tendencies and | categorical assertion of De Morgan on the subject d u, 
brutal desires, and bring with them tendencies toward phenomena. The origin of the letter. which 1s tte Be 
vice. Such types and those of countless intermediate W. Mason, is told in M fostnotevith ‘the MM dibus 
grades are drawn back to earth to work out the results | initials “S. E, De M." — E 


they have started in their previous lives. They are drawn to 
the environment suitable to their tendencies, and to the parents | This letter was in answer to one in which Mr. Man ay, 


fitted to provide suitable bodies for the expression of these | him. if able, to give hira ‘‘some information on the interino 
tendencies, Now, if a nation contain the plague-spots known | subject to which you alluded in your last." “I have. 
as sums in which are gathered together thieves and harlots, | thought,” Mr. Mason says, “that departed spirits are «ez 
drunkaris and ruffians, and in addition large numbers of men | with those they left at death. When Bishop Jebb had hens, 
and women of good character forced by poverty into these | some time under a paralytic seizure, he said, on his TEM Ter, 

, that in the prospect of death he had felt that he should be 25 trir 


miserable associations ; if the physical conditions are evil, the feta 
mental and moral conditions depraved, the spiritual conditions | with his friends after death as he was when speaking w thee 


It is well not to forget the pioneers of that move, 


towards spiritual things which has at last so threes. 
aniy 


dark, the total environment is such as inust attract souls of a This is the letter -— 
most undeveloped type as well as those bringing with them ten- | Adelaide-road. August 12th, 19/5 
£ . " Zust loth, 4. 


dencies of a brutal and depraving kind. Incarnated in bodies | : 5 
composed of poisoned physical materials, surrounded by in- Dzar Masos, —As touching mysel get sttonaer gadal 
3 that shat out inspirations of a purifying character, these | Tam slowly getting my books into order, which is a long job. | 
coals remsin untouched byaught that might give upward impulse, | b4%¢ no more information of any very decided character this a 
and so acquire a thicker and thicker crust of degrading evil. t°be found in my wife's book, “From Matter to Spiri. 1 
Their theaghte, foul and malignant, fill the atmosphere around , retain my suspense as to what the pheno mena mean. bo: Das 
them with images which react hypnotically on all who dwell | *5 fully persuaded as ever of their reality. : : : 
within their range, and «o the putrefying spot remains un- | _ The presence of the dead is a thing widely felt, but by se | 
leaned, while its activity is increased by the flow towards it of tain temperaments. Bishop Jebb is an instance of no ter | | 
é sing nurzbers of souls attracted by its mephitie air. j forcible kind, because the two worlds had been in consan z 
It can hardly be said that such an immigration is one to | héCtion in his mind. I will give you a more curious case — 
which a nation can remain indifferent, for it means the building, An actuary, a man of science and a keen searcher after = 
sp «d ita future State out of rotten materials—out of bad citizens, Printing, married a second cousin of mine. He was a cheat 
Acording o the conditions of spiritual, mental, moral and and kind-hearted man, but to all appearance as thorozze 
physical life made by a nation will he the types of souls which unspiritual asa man could be. I never heard a word drop ing 
are drawn to it for incarnation ; if it permits within its borders | him which made it appear that another Efe was his iuti 
conditions suitable for brutal and evil characters it is attracting | thought. He was, though moderate in drinking, rather fni | 
such inhabitants, and as they increase in number it will sink | eating, and skilled in it. The ladies of his acquaintance sx | 
lower and lower in the scale of nations, and the descent wil] had dinners to give would consult him on all details. His +. 
| to whom he was devoted, died, and he himself fell into a se 


be st an ever-acezlerting rate, The practical outcome of this didus 
view of matters is that national legislation is advisable to get | State. I used to sit with him by the hour. A few weeks tize 
rid of these magnets of evil, and that it may be wisely employed | his death I found him debilitated by a long Sonkerenoe Ae m 
zsa means on the physical plane to remove phynical evils. | had with a lady about a dinner she had to give ; this mere: 
: ! show that his mind was not turned to the subject of death} 
With all this one cannot but agree; yet is the hypo- | anything external. He suddenly turned to me and said, “Te 
thesis of reincarnation absolutely necessary? “Souls at Morgan, my wifeis often with me.” Iwas astonished, not at t 
à very low degree of evolution” have not necessarily been phenomenon, but at his being the recipient. "Often!" sil 
incarnated here, They may have been, but also they may | “ Every evening,” said he, "and oftener.” ‘Do you see her 
wt have been, No one would venture to deny the exist- said Ll. “No,” said he, "but I feel her presence.” By the 
Y | three words hangs a long tale. 
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ence of something very foul lurking about the plague «pots | caries : : 

of which Mra, Besant so eloquently speaks. The souls of | With kind regards to your family, yours sincerely, u 

three gone over seem to come back to their old haunts, and | = E eine 
repeat vicariously the evil deeds which they still delight in. | We have EER of turning all the voices of Nature =? | 


It d. r 'ev j ines ; : : ni 
A “ig not follow, however, that they are reincarnated. | one song of rejoicing, and all her lifeless creatures into a g+ 
ouls of an undeveloped typa are not necessarily the souls | company, whereof the meanest shall be beautiful in our eve 


a. 
«E human beings, though they may be so, And, moreover, | its kind message ; or of quenching her sympathy into a far? 
| withdrawn silence of condemnation, or into a crying out of ££ 
stones and a shaking of her dust against us.—JOBN Reskiy. 


LATI Life," P. 292. 


there is one circumstance which if not explained would go 
far to overthrow this doctrine of re-incartation, at any rate 
as far as it iv connected with spiritual gravitation. " Large 


—— M aono 


June 24, 1893.7 i 
Í MRS. BESANT, 


The profoundly interesting story of Mrs. Besant’s 
sychological development continues, The“ Weekly Sun” 

for June 18th contains another instalment, The dramatic 
episode of her passage through Atheism is graphically 
described, We may not all have passed through the 
phase of an absolute and reasoned Atheisin, but many of us 
pave done something nearly akin to it. Those of us who 
nuember the struggle will also recollect how pleasantly 
we, too, reasoned with ourselves as Mrs. Besant does about 
the Beauty of Life, and such things. How ready we were 
with our utilitarian arguments to bolster up our imagined 
faith :— 

With hot insistence I battled for the inspiration to be drawn 
irom the beauty and grandeur of which human life was capable. 
«Wil any one exclaim, ‘You are taking all beauty out of 
human life, all hope, all warmth, all inspiration ; you give us 
eld duty for filial obedience, and inexorable law in the place of 
God’! All beauty from life? Is there, then, no beauty in the 
ites of forming part of the great life of the universe, no beauty 
jnconseious harmony with Nature, no beauty in faithful ser- 
rice, no beauty in ideals of every virtue? ‘All hope’! Why, 
[give you more than hope, I give you certainty ; if I bid you 
bhbour for this world, it is with the knowledge that this world 
sill repay you a thousandfold, because society will grow purer, 
freedom more settled, law more honoured, life more full and 
gad. What is your heaven? A heaven in the clouds! I point 
toa heaven attainable on earth. ‘All warmth’? What: you 
serve warmly a God unknown and invisible, in a sense the pro- 
jected shadow of your own imaginings, and can only serve 
coldly your brother whom you see at your side? Is there no 
sarmth in brightening the lot of the sad, in reforming abuses, 
in establishing equal justice for rich and poor ? You find warmth 
in the church, but none in the home? Warmth in imagining 
the cloud glories of heaven, but none in creating substantial 

glories on earth? ‘All inspiration’? If you want inspiration 
to feeling, to sentiment, perhaps you had better keep to your 


. Bible and your creeds ; if you want inspiration to work, go and 


walk through the East of London or the back streets of Man- 
chester. You are inspired to tenderness as you gaze at the 
wounds of Jesus, dead in Judæa long ago, and find no inspira- 
tion in the wounds of men and women, dying in the England 
of to-day? You ‘have tears to shed for Him,’ but none for the 
sufferer at your doors? His passion arouses your sympathies, 
but you see no pathos in the passion of the poor? Duty is 
colder than ‘filial obedience’? What do you mean by filial 
shedience? Obedience to your ideal of goodness and love—is 
itnotso? Then how is duty cold? I offer you ideals for your 
komage: here is Truth for your Mistress, to whose exaltation 
pm shall devote your intellect ; here is Freedom for your 
General, for whose triumph you shall fight ; here is Love for 
your Inspirer, who shall influence your every thought ; here is 
Man for your Master—not in Heaven but on earth—to whose 
service you shall consecrate every faculty of your being. ‘In- 
exorable law in the place of God’? Yes ; a stern certainty that 
you shall not waste your life, yet gather a rich reward at the 
dose; that you shall not sow misery, yet reap gladness ; that 
jon shall not be selfish, yet be crowned with love ; nor shall 
jou sin, yet find safety in repentance. True, our creed isa 
stern one, stern with the beautiful sternness of Nature. But 
if we be in the right, look to yourselves; laws do not check 
their action for your ignorance; fire will not cease to scorch 
because you ‘did not know.’ ” 


The following passage is one of those that throw light 
on that unexpected change of thought by which Mrs. 
Besant so astonished people :— 


With equal vigour did I maintain that ‘‘ virtue was its own 
reward,” and that payment on the other side the grave was 
ünnecessary as an incentive to right living. ‘“‘ What shall we 
tay to Miss Cobbe's contention that duty will ‘grow grey and 
od’ without God and immortality ? Yes, for those with whom 
daty is a matter of selfish calculation, and who are virtuous 
only because they look for a ‘ golden crown ' in payment on the 
ther side the grave. Those of us who find joy in right-doing, 
who work because work is useful to our fellows, who live well 
because in such living we pay our contribution to the world's 
wealth, leaving carth richer than we found it—we need no 
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paltry payment after death for our life's Jabour, for in that 

labour is jts own ‘exceeding great reward.'” But did anyone 

yearn for immortality, that ** not all ye shall dic" ? ** Ta it true 

that Athoisin has no immortality? What is true immortality 1 

Is Beethoven's truc immortality in his continued personal con- 

sciousness or in his glorious music deathless while the world 

endures? Ts Shelley’s true life in his existence in some far-off 
heaven, or in the pulsing liberty his lyrics send through men’s 
hearts, when they respond to the strains of his lyre? Music 
does not die, though one instrument be broken ; thought does 
not die, though one brain be shivered ; love dogs not die, though 
one heart's strings be rent ; and no great thinker dies so long 
as his thought re-echoes through the ages, its melody the fuller- 
toned the more human brains send its music on. Not only to 
the hero and the sage is this immortality given ; it belongs to 
each according to the measure of his deeds ; world-wide life 
for world-wide service ; straitened life for straitened work ; 
each reaps as he sows, and the harvest is gathered by each in 
his rightful order." 


— 


The last paragraph is very striking —“ world-wide life for 
world-wide service, straitened life for straitened work, each 
reaps as he sows.” This seems to be almost out of touch 
with what precedes it. Surely there was not much difficulty 
for such a thinker to accept the doctrine of Karma. 


SPIRITUALISM IN MAURITIUS. 


The “Harbinger of Light” of Melbourne gives the 
following account of a controversy which has been going on 
in Mauritius. Once more we find the phenomena accepted, 
their origin also once more being claimed for the Devil :— 


“ Spiritualism and the Church” is the title of a brochure of 
250 pages, published at Mauritius, and containing a series of 
controversial letters between the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Port Louis and M. Victor Ducasse, on the subject of Spirit- 
ualism, which originally appeared in the ** Journal de Maurice.” 

It is prefaced by a telling epistle from M. P. G. Leymarie, 
the well-known editor of the ‘‘ Revue Spirite,” and is highly 
interesting reading. 

The Bishop belongs to the Order of the Jesuits, and ought 
to be a skilful dialectician, but his opponent leaves him without 
a shred of argument to cover his intellectual nakedness, and 
routs him completely, horse and foot, so that after silencing tbe 
prelate M. Ducasse remained the victor on the field of battle. 

The Bishop was the assailant, for he delivered three lectures 
on Superstitions, among which he had the temerity to class 
Spiritualism. M. Ducasse immediately joined issue with his, 
and dissected the Jesuit's allegations with a merciless hand. 

It should be mentioned that the churchman acknowledges 
the actuality of the phenomena, but declares that *' the detest- 
able facts of Spiritualism, hypnotism, and magnetism are the 
exclusive work of demons”! In that case, of course, all the 
spiritual manifestations recorded in the Old and New Testa- 
ments and in the ‘‘ Lives of the Saints," must have had a 
diabolical origin ; and it would follow that the theological devil 
must be a much more powerful being than the Creator of the 
Universe. But it is really astonishing to find a dignitary of the 
Church of Rome, in the last decade of the nineteenth century, 
writing such deplorable drivel as is to be found in these lectures 
of the Bishop of Port Louis. 

Accustomed to preach to congregations composed for the 
most part of what Paul calls ‘‘silly women,” the prelate had 
evidently no conception that his attack on Spiritualism would 
be taken up by a writer quite as conversant with the Scripture, 
with patristic divinity, and with theology and ecclesiastical his- 
tory as himself; and who was prepared to demolish every 
adverse statement of the Bishop by quotations from writings 
acknowledged as authoritative by the Church of Rome. Such 
was the case, however, and great must have been the amaze- 
ment and discomfiture of the rash controversialist at finding 
the whole of his arinour battered to pieces by ammunition pro- 
cured from ecclesiastical arsenals. It was bad enough to be 
put down by quotations from the Bible, the four Evangelists, 
and by Paul ; but to be exposed to a withering fire from the 
Fathers of the Church and the great schoolmen, must have been 
humiliating in the extreme. There was nothing for it but to 
turn tail and run, which, figuratively speaking, the Bishop did 
most expeditiously and ignominiously, leaving the last word 
with M. Ducasse, whom we congratulate upon the unanswerable 
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avray at (acts amd arguments with whioh ho evoerwhelnod his | that from time to timo apponr in tho prgos of MILLUPY 
eiiseepal aly ersat} tn dact bus letters Giri quite a nore ether journals | i 
house ef. sharp edjed weapons far tho. detenee af Spiritualisim Thon Posla made tho startling announcement: * that it TN , 
bo quite safely vonoludal from present: experimental ovileng 
hibely Gi valas thur oferty that an attempt to transmit intelligible sounds through th. 
when the hyhet penetrates inbe Qo darhest ehambors of the | earth from hore (SG. Louis) to tho. European continent wills, 


tho aGacks af ats enemies anil Cose of. ate are not | 
TTR TMT MaRS OLD UL £o observe tho wildly agitated any eable would succeed boyond a doubt," Again the italig 


Avom l i 
Por superstition: dies hanl, and 


-e 


movements of tho Data aud owls who avo startled and bowilleved | aro mino, Why not, then, from. "lhibot to London? Aite 
vending the above, are the statements of H P. B. as to th 
tansinission of. messages altogether unworthy of belief? 

But Tesla govs ovon further than this, t Ht now does m 
seem improbabla that when by the power of thought an image 
iS evoled, a distinct rotlex action, no matter how weak, s 


by the sudden idlninatien, 


~ 
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MODERN SCIENCE AND OCCULTISM, 


rat there is a subtle something filling tho universe, pornteat: 

ing al mattor and extending even to the. romotoat star, in the 
teaching ef modern setence. ‘This conception af an all pervad- 
tng ether has come with ineretsesd knowledge, especially in. the 
domains ef light and eleetrietty, and is now praetieally accepted 
by rast serene ists Vo che student of eocaltism such rocogni 
tion, though slaw and Guady, is both gratifying and helptul,— dt 
indicates that dn ene partteular at any vato tho teachings. of 
evesaltism aro boing confirmed veilieuled and seotlod at as they 
have bec im tho past and vt giy es eonticdenee to vontinno tho 
study of the works left us by tho oll oceultists, vague and 
mystical as many af Chom aro, as eontaining much of value and 
unportanee tu the seeker after truth. Lam led to make these 
remarks after reading a letter of S, "lolver Preston which 
appeared m oU Nature "^ of the lst of June last, Mr, ‘Lolver 


overtol upon eortain ends of tho visual nerves and, therefore, | 
upon Che rotina, Will it ever be within. human power w 
analyse tho eondition of the retina when disturbed by though 
(or vetlox action), by the help of. somo optical or other meam 4 | 
senisitiveness, that. à elear idea of. its state may be gnined at any 
timo? H£ this were possible then. the problem of vending ones 
thoughts with provision, like tho echameters in an open hoa, 
Wight he much easier than many seientitie problems.” 

This is startling enough in all seriousness, Lemay be ths 
tho groat eleetrieiam himself is working m this direction. We 
have only to lonen nest. that “thoughts aro things” Ti 
lecturer added ** that. for onch external impression, that is, hy 
eaeh image produced upon the retina, the ends of the visal 
nerves concerned in tho conveyance of. the impression musth 
under a peculiar stress," and he pointed out. ‘that when à 


ee SS eee 9 


Preston is a groat authority on matters relating to Che ether and : : Pat ; : 
: : yide ; sudden idea or imago presents itself to the intellect, there sy 
has published a very remarkable book on tho subjeet under the | 5. ,. h: "ae i «teas nralua i 
; E: oui E . “ : pe distinet and sometimes painful sensation of luminosity produs — y 
titleef © The Physies of the Ether. In his letter on ** The [ . ; a sit tos 
Velocity of Prona er sitat Gravitation Bifocts,* neuve in the eye, observable even in broad daylight.” He quoted, fe | 
VARY e PRAA ELO ¢ VVAV EAU eet: O SAYS 1— ` " soos € 
ib pag : 1 DUC from: Helmholtz, t who has shown that the fundi of the eyes at | i 
. lt may be reasonable, thon, SPRISSTIRUS that the possibilitios themselves luminous, and who, upon one oceasion, saw in tela t 
tor Es existenee of a TRE rate. of intereomnnieatioen than darkness the movement of his arm by the light of his own eye i 
d r N ` s "nV SN N n `i n . . Es s if 
this (chat et luminous etl ais MAy ox In Nature, and that the -— 2 thioreseenee of brain vetion, as 16 Were, d 
bodily Wass movemonts of the units of the universo nay The lecture must. have been n deeply interesting one, and | n 
map en her nap quaety in their molecular move- | should like very much to see a full report of it published. T. 4 
ments, since gravitational disturbances or their measure appear | tho thoughtful oceultist it is pregnant with meaning. 1 
to demand this, J£ es so far certain thal in addition to the ‘ites. ui 
luminous elder there may bt plenty of room Jor finer, and SSS n 
, Y MM ha TN NS ^ nT D ^ | 
therefore m re mobilo mater ial, or no one, as far as ] am awor, EUSAPIA PALLADINO. d 
has urged a difficulty on this head, provided its presence were PETER b 
subseevienf fo some grea? Mechanical purpose," Tho italies aro Save for her singularly brilliant eyes there is nothing oud |. i 


mine,  Bretly it amounts to this. Slowly but surely seience | the ordinary about Eusapia Palladino— nothing to suggest ha | v 
has to adiait the existence of an ether, But. no sooner is this | sho is ene of the most wonderful of living mediums, Shes ^ p 
conclusion reached than forward comes Tolver Preston with the | of average height, buxom, and youthful looking, and hasaj |. 7 
suggestion- caudously expressed, it is trae-—that there may be | tieularly pleasant and sympathetic manner, She em nei? | 
more than one ether, the second one of “finer and more mobile | read nor write, nor even count, Her mental attainments, indl, |. s 
materi" than the first. Now this is what ocenltists have | consist in speaking her native Neapolitan tongue and inme y 
All along taught. Truly the occultism of to-day is the science | standing a little Tuscan, Sho was left à poor orphan,and wasee |. ( 
of to-morrow. pelled to gain her own living. At nine years of age she bean: i 

Again, there is Nkola Tesla, tho greatest of living eleetvi- | Servant to a Neapolitan family, but as the phenomena first mat i 
clans, Hore are some extracts from a lecture of his recently | their appearance here she was driven. into tho street, as Sta — 9 
delivered in America, To occultists they cannot be otherwise : 
than of the greatest significance. Already it seems to me the 
materialists have tapped the finer forces of nature and are 
beginning to experiment with subtle forms of matter hitherto 


known only to the occultist ;- 


ageney was suspected, Fame, however, soon came, for Fuji: 
ease was investigated by somo University professors, md; t 
English lady tried hard to persuade her to so to England, & 
this time she never sooms to have thought of turning her st 
into money, but was content to marry a humble artisan, and 5 
"My experiments have been almost entirely. confined to herself helped to augment the seanty earnings of her lustus 
alternating currents of high potential, An alternating current | by working as a seamstress, A manifestation. is usually pè 
is à current changed periodically in. direetion, and. the word | ceded bya variety of nervous disturbances- hiccoughs, yawning 
petential expresses the forco and energy with which these | 
currents are made to pass, In this particular case the forev is 
Very great Tho fact that a current vibrates back and forth | 
rapidly in this way Conds to set up or create waves in tho ethor.” | 
This setting up of etherie waves is, l think, not unknown | 
to occultists. He continues: ** There is a familiar phenomenon | 
ef sound termed resonance, by which a vibrating tuning fork | A hot iron, After some or all of these symptoms the plies” 
will set inte vibration anethor of the same piteh placed any: ; mena usually occur; if not, a deep lethargy sets in, ln any 9 
Where within reasonable distineo. Now, if l set up these |; all these strange symptoms disappear so soon as the manife 
etheric vibrations that l speak ef to à cortam piteh, and my tion has taken place." La lInnaprracioN," 
Wire djs within reach of these vibrations (not necessarily. mo- | Srna ME 
tallically connected), it will respond, provided its pitch corro- | Fawr is the retleetion not of the deed itself, shining w ® 
aponds with that of the etherie vibration, — In this way l obtain 
energy in another conductor without any metallic connection 


| 


sobs, tears, and piereing cries, every variety of contortion, ev 
vulsions, foaming at the mouth, elonching the teeth, the i 
drawn and deformed, the eyelids insensible, the nostrils dilate! 
all the senses so exalted that the least noise worries her, ant? 
is necessary to bandage her eyes. Tf her fingers are touch 
she complains that they feel as if they are being touched yg 


as inspired by the deepest eonvietion, but the. reteno À 
= the deed shining in the recosnition ef oar fellow-men, —- V. 
whatever. FAMAM i 
Who knows? Just in tho sime way the brain itself may be S ho dits ` i ho su? 

capable of setting up vibrations in the ether and consequently | ; Ur is the life in the corrupting thing that makes t ws hs 

pano « £ aap e eror and Consequent 9 | ing possible; it is the live part, not the corrupted parh Py 
able to utlect another brain of vorresponding pite," so to speuk, sutlors ; it is the redeenmable, not the doomed thingy, that TES 
a considerable distance intervening, Otherwise how aro we to | jected to vanity; that subjection is the one hope against ! 
account for the wonderful instances of thought transmission | Supremacy of corruption, — Ggo, MACDONALD, 
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REMARKABLE HYPNOTIC EXPERIMENTS, 


A Reuters telegram dated Vienna, June 14th, has the 
yowing — 


(at Mterest has been aroused here by some remarkable 
gies dm hypnotism and suggestion which Professor 
gare Kalt Ebing, the eminent specialist in mental diseases, 
qty carried out before a meeting of psychological experts, 
quà the object af showing that it is possible by hypnotic sug- 
" to transfer persons into a former period of their lives, 
ot matal condition at the same time undergoing a corre- 
goons change, and that while in this state nothing is lost to 
"m memories which cannot by suitable induence be recalled. 
qu diet of the experiments was a woman of thirty-three 
ques OF ARS. Baron Krafft Ebing hypnotised her, and trans- 
mr successively back to the ages of seven, tifteen,and nine- 
"LL. her after each experiment. to her normal con- 
ine la each case she behaved, spoke, and wrote in a way 
parading to the age which she imagined herself to be. 

The experiments were received by the other doctors with 
exh septicism., They did not consider that Baron Ebing's 
dary bad been proved, and thought that the experiments 
down dad wot exclude the possibility of deception. 


MOTIVE IN THE OCCULT. 


| Mr. W. R. Old has brought his papers in the * Theoso- 
pus^ on “Sorcery, Medisval and Modern," to a close 
i wih the following apt remarks :— 
j Ani, after all, it is the motive of the mind that distinguishes 
bareen good and evil in the use of occult forces. That which 
iss the human will to its subject, and that which guides its 
tne of direction, is thonghf. But the will has no such direct 
mations with motive, and hence may be used with equal power 
for emi as Por good. Motive is that which determines the 
gaality of a thought; being as it were the very soul of thought, 
 mherng in, and tineturing with its subtle essence, every 
mental action. And the motive is a power in itself, apart from 
the act, as the soul is from the body, but expressing itself 
^ means thereof. Thus causes brought about by occult 
forces, may difer in their ultimate effects by reason of the motive 
which ensouls them. though to the outward eye appearing in all 
respects identical. It is this working power of the motive which 
&sunguishes at every moment between our righteous and unholy 
thonghts, our actions true and false. It is, then, at the initial 
sage of cur investigations into these subtle forces in Nature 
xd the magical powers of the human mind, that we have need 
ts examine our motives, otherwise we shall be in danger of drift- 
mg rapidly from an unconscious to a conscious participation in 
» o at horrors I have had occasion to speak of, and others still 
s ese, and unspeakable, included in the practice of the sorcerer. 
„o Bethere is another and a higher possibility for the soul of man 
yan to fall from the ground of neutrality and natural freedom 
y | Hmm the slavery and soul-death of a conscious sorcery. Man 
* | Bey take up the vesture of a higher service, he may unite 
s mind to that of the universe, his will to the Great Law, 
j  %s imagination to the archetypal form of the Grand Man, 
e  M2thes with all his soul at one with the Spirit of Nature, 
t ine from the storehouse of the Divine Life and Mind such 
bower and knowledge as he can use for the benefit of the human 
4| We And the Divine Magician stands in no need of rites 
Vi ceremonies, nor signs and talisman, nor words to bless 
asare, nor forms by which to conjure, bind ,or loose ; he needs 
wthing having that power, which he draws from the Infinite 
Oran of Almighty Love, the power to serve in ‘that sweet 
Xmixre which is freedom’s self.” But this soul-union with 
j | the Divine Principle in Nature is not for any one a thing of 
anediate and complete accomplishment, while for all it is difti- 
OD] of attainment. Those who have not consciously and irre- 
twably identined themselves with the principle of evil have this 
Sedlike power within them which stands only in need of waking 
Sp: and there is no limit to human perfectibility, and nothing 
"hib can be conceived of in the mind of man which cannot 
Zuimately become realised in man himself. 
Gentleness, Virtue, Wisdom and Endurance, 


"Uhese are the seals of that most firm assurance, 
Which bars the pit over destruction’s strengh ; 


Mà if Lam addressing any who, having at any time fallenunder 
A spell of the world’s many subtle enchantments, are now dis- 
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posed to look reproachfully upon themselves or upon others, to 
such I would, in conclusion, commend the spirit of these words :— 


Reproach not thine own soul, but know thyself, 

Nor hate another's crime, nor loathe thine own. 

It is the dark idolatry of self 

Which, when our thoughts and actions once are gone, 
Demands that man should weep, and bleed and groan. 
Oh vacant expiation! Be at rest. 

The past is Death’s, the future is thine own ; 

And love and joy can make the foulest breast 

A paradise of flowers where Peace might build her nest. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


[The Editor is not responsible for opinicns expressed hy correspondents, 
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose 
ef presenting views that may elicit discussion.) 


Astrology. 


S1x,—In reply to your correspondent ** Corona Borealis,” I 
am not aware that I mentioned any “ astrological authorities " 
other than self-constituted ones, and, further, your correspon- 
dent can see by the letter quoted that Iam suttieiently heretical 
to doubt any so-called authority, and that I am an agnostic 


(using that term in the sense given to it by Professor Huxley) 


in regard to the whole subject. CHARLES STRANGE, 


Obsession and Possession. 


Sin, —The term obsession is applied by Spiritualists to a 
state iu which a person is supposed by them to be subject to 
the persistent attacks of a spirit of the so-called dead, whilst 
possession, of which obsession is the predecessor. refers to cases 
in which the supposititious spirit has apparently obtained com- 
plete dominion over the patient, whose individuality seems to 
be lost in this second personality. 

In former times, when the spirits of deceased persons were 
unfashionable, obsession and possession were supposed to be 
due to the agency of demons. To find the cause of these phe- 
nomena I do not think that we need take a flight over the 
borderland of life and death or call into existence a race of 
extra-mundane beings, for it is far more likely that the pent-up 
and suppressed passions break through their bonds and for a 
time obtain complete control over the governing faculties, and 
so the patient gives way to unbridled licence and indulgence. 
This is apparently the prime mover in the case mentioned by 
your correspondent, while in others suggestion and hysteria play 
the chief role. CHARLES STRANGE. 
[We print the above letter because it is a striking example of 

the way in which the Agnostic likes to disprove his right to 
that title. ‘‘Charles Strange " ** knows” what '* pent up 
passions " are, and '* how for a time they can break their 
bonds." Our correspondent is quite right in supposing 
that a letter of his which was not printed trespassed on the 
forbidden ground of theological controversy. But that was 
not all, the language in which the letter was couched was 
not of a kind to which our readers are accustomed. One who 
does not know ought to beware of violence.—Ep.** Liet. "] 


Exoteric and Esoteric Catholicism. 


SiR. — A propos of Mr. Edward Maitland's letter to last week's 
H Licat,” as is well known to the initiates of the Catholic 
Church, there is side to Christianity as well 
as an exoterie side ; our Bible and Creeds thus showing forth 
the doctrine of the Two in One, the One in Two. Father 


Clarke sees the exoteric side, Mr. Maitland the esoteric side 
only, and on the lower plane. 


an esoteric 


Mr. Maitland's letter leaves one 
most thankful,for the sake of sutlering, sinning humanity, that, 
through the Catholic Church in her early Councils, a Gospel has 
been given to us so easy of comprehension that the wayfaring 
men, though fools, shall not err therein, though so deep that 
the angels unceasingly desire to look into it. At any rate, the 
Christian priesthood has not darkened counsel with words of 
too much knowledge to be of the smallest practical use to any 
living soul not to the manner born. And how few these are ! 
As regards the miracle at Lourdes, the Blessed Virgin, of 
course, as the Catholic Chureh has ever held, represents the 
Motherhood of God, the human personality being Her 
highest possible created representative. The Heart of Isis, 
Jerusalem, the Mother of all creation, beats in every 
breath of the ubiquitous life through which the spheres 
have their being. Then, surely, this so-called miracle 
at Lourdes was only a fulfilment of * natural law in the 
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spitibnal world A chill eril. be the Gren Molher Eirengh 
Hor vepresentative, Hpiril ja in itaolf erent ive, nnd the erenkive 
ntimeaphere around her inatantly pole the baral Form of nll 
besar nod heating, that of" the Holy (bon, Ihet 'amforber, " 
" Na ene whom his mothe nomforta, 80 will E eomforl you, nnd 
ye shall he confor tod in Jerusalem." 

Me onld ido no mighty worka there been of. Uheir wt 
belief." I1 Aeeording to your faith be dU unto: yat," ane the 
faith vf the Cathatia Church in Omnipotens and in the higher 
apiritualam with all its bleed posila, hns throughout, tho ngot 
reenived ita jnst reward, Yon Cathotie 
natural ag to require we explanation. 


(hene: Lhinga seem se 


YA 


: Conditional Immortality. 

Ham, Ata meeting of the Christo Whenanphiont Hoviely man 
et YS, Bonmabnry square, on Hie ath inal. He Rev. GW. Allen 
m copying tho ehlaig, à paper wn hy the Rey. I. W. 
Corbet en the startling question of the duty of Gol to mnn. 
it here from the lecture, and frow the chairman's reply to my 


bey on tho &ubjeet thot 
aalyation : 


S | Mr, Corbet believes in universi 
sible Daly n question haa heen exhaustively sonli, with in n 
Mosidléin M titten by the Rev, Dr. Potavel, entitled c'he 
nor indii mmiortaliby," in whieh he proves conclusively, bo 
ad ut, Unt it depends entirely upon ouraelyes whether 
E OOM immortal or nob ; and D for my park go one skep 
n anl "Ay that \ do nol believe we shall "ever become 80 
alsolutely ; rather do T think that sy long 48 hy ‘patient con- 
pa « m well doing we seek for immortality, wo shall live, 
»ut should we ever turn away from vig hbeonanen, whether now 
ur m the agea to come, that moment we ghall enter on. n down: 
ward movement, which, if persisted Hi, will end in annihilation ; 
and thia E think is what ja meant by "losing your own soul.” 

M neem beo me, sir, that this doctrine of eonditionnd inmmor- 
tality covers the whole: requirements of humanity, and nb the 
am time fully justifies the ways of God to man. Judging 
di ai. He diee the belief in uneonditional immortality, 

Jaatonement, operating, 3 the Churches teach, up ty 
the last moment of earthly existence, tonda to mike us enreless 
in regant to our daily life, aud neutralen the good effect of 
that - to ine — far more teuthiful tenching S Whatsoeyer n "nd 
soweth that aball he alse reap. " 

In your extracts from whint appears to have been 5 moat 
interesting lecture on *' Death x hy u Hapere Aude,” you quoto 
as follewa .— "o 

i " Ancient Hebrews knew nanght of pamortality in joy, OF 
in punishment; Rabbinic Judaism taught Hie doetring of 
auceessive lives; so did the Mysteries of Ancient. Fury #0 
did the Greek Aporrheta, nnd Roman cultus ; and go did and 80 
do the great Dadian Religions.” 

You then ask, © Why should these 
earth only 1 D see no reason why this should be so. Why may 
not a portion of these renewals take place here, and the re 
mainder in some higher phere f Hurely this earth is quite 
goud enough at present. for the spiritual development of most 
of ua and. if en, why change ib for another | Take tha lowest 
type of humanity n! the present moment, and. sy how many 
renewala are needed in order to pronluce A Dean Stanley ora 
Cardinal Manning, for inntnnee ; Hiat lowest type may enm day 
shine a glorie archangel in the eaurts of heaven, and yet thia 
earth waa gond enough for theother two, nn Inr. 

Y ou say, '' Continous exiatones, both before anil after this 
earth fife; neeite + he & necessity." You, if uneonditional 
immortality be true hot not otherwise ; nnd yon then ety: 
Tat ja the exiatencn of. the individus erually ^ perennity 1” 
Well, sir, eo far as herinn pings are concerned [fail to ave how 
exiotence can be, 8 mrt from individuali! y. 

Dr, Potaved stil pelieves in enlyation through Christ's alone 
ment, ao that ppt holon pelpeivers need have ne [enr of his weil inga 
on that seur., nud on [^95 145 ho alates an follows so 

“From tho first a the last of its payers the Mille gels 
clearly before tr eyes lifer nil immortality, put ib ia never the 
utieconditienal snl un yim immortality of the pantlieiste 
religions, ‘The TEL indeed spoken of na many ag ajrhenn 
$ í (pnt in the whole range of Beppe here 1S 


hrnndred HES ig ] ' i 
rot, ta he fond tle ex pression immortal saul, Hal favonrite 


teri id. occdesinsn al phrasenbegy.” 

Has e true nd Dr. l'etavel would hardly have nile the 
statement id. it wor? pot, no - The sooner the Churches make it 
known enl ehiereby HP their reepeclive eongregatiri ant, of a 
fona paradise. the hetter, Dr. Petayel points ott Mind. there 
are nome four OF five verona in the (pl Poatament which npp" 
ty contradict hia ten hing, hit Hint they doa not really d qni nn 
even were i PMITLIL LL derlares tint it peeled be like *' live 
ounees in ont arate ginst five hondredweidhit in the ier. 
Hurely, sir, if anything will help tu bring aho. n umon : 
religiona, «hi doctrine of comlitionnl imta tity will Vei fi 
A very prent egtent. and ihe napirubiona of Segue for Haag "I id 
aud one shepli^ Hj wil come nearer renlieatintt than fins ever 


" the enliatitut i ble belief for 
been before, owl’ pu the substitution of an im possibl 


renewed lives be on this 


TG HT. 


Lh 
MALTITN m 


no many ninonpt "8, In. planon of Lal; inplo t 1, 
Prophet Miewh — "' Ve hath ahewel thee, O lita Nh, 
nid what doth the Ford vec mip of bhon but, do Y Vh A 
love nperey, ni bo walk hiunbly will i : Jua, Voy 
religion worth enin gueh npren na n, W TM Ca "Why 
Lord peiquiret af MH, why intrat okher bbe Hi 
LJ 


i : I 
nothing but diseord ? | he 
: ‘oN, 


goctery WORK. 


1 " 
TOT PEIA BIRTA 
i Menting Wr, 
uu "nel 


gobh, Mr. Huy "Why 
H "hy. 


"luy, HaynAvronp. Bocrkry 
Hann, Waar Has DANE, Hrpmontn f. 
nl, i pon. Bpeonkeor for Hunday, Juin ' 
Harinow, Hon, Bee. : 7 

on, CAanapoMIAN- ROAD, N. "h^ Hpiritanlieha "f tg | 
nl Ignat of Bondon are holding it mbing lu Mp ping it, I , 
Handiy next, F'rienda are invited bo Jo. "Ven nd, Minus ttt 
gacuk, Muating awalida, Mi I. PAN MIL 

Mov Bonon Panier pocperv. OTN, Casy J 
Nuw-noAn, BI. Meeting on cupidi, 1 LSO nay ML 
nl, 2 pens; eirelo wh T porn. On July Wd o n6nnen will TION 
an arrival home nd: M m Crninborwell Naw rond, nt, h ur hey 
We earnestly invite hore who ennt take He brip ty 
mks to join us there, Mr. longs coutral, on Bund; 
splendid neldpeas. od. Penny. 

ya, Drvonsmi- Roan, Monnet Hint. On. "lharaly 
Cooke: pave gnLinfnebory illustralionm of peychemetiy! (UE 
Bunday Dr. Reynolds gave a very interesting usliliend | * 
for his subject a passage Proin the Bible, Canal | "n 
through the valley of the sliadew of death," explaining Hi 
death was only s shadow, nnd. that lifo eternal was bos 
the home prepared for us hy our own daily life. Many Mid, 
were present, and govern] quenkions Were pub, and wine 
Hunday noxb, nb T p. nldress hy Mr,Munns,— J.B., TON 

Heperona Jabi H6, Hon sree, MARYLRROSR, v 
On Sunday evening Inst, Mr. Carlyle Petersilen pave n remy 
from his book, ** Mary Anne Carew,” which afforded muh » 
for thought. Mr. l'aternilen'n pianoforte playing mnl ninn NY 
were much appreciated, Next Bunday, at T pan, Mies LN \\| 
Vineent, on '' What innst Fdo fo be anved 170 duly Zul, ams 
meeting. Well-known speakers. July Vth, Mr od. Moree Nm 

Peewiam, — Imrowrant — NorteP. phe president uf ts 
Peckhinn Society of Kpiribusliets regerels having Fo annot the 
digeontinunnee of meetings ab Winchester Wal, as the saa 
ennnot, be bad eepnralely, and he doen not feel it would be adi: 
able to again bake n pon himself the heavy responsibility of ts 
whole premises. It is eneonraginu, however, bo know the 
many Brani ers inve heen brought to rentise the bruth of spri 
life; therefore the work Ims not heen in vrin, Je takes the 
opportunity to thank the Beliter of Pien for kindly inet 
ing reports, and also bhe friends who have peneronsly gii 
their services. for tho wood of the cause, — doro. Turo, AY, | 
n, Cockapur-atrest, N.W, 

Peeknavr Ryn — On Hunday Mr. R. J. been took n th 
subject of his afternoon Jechure the U Passages Lo be founl s 
tho Old Testament as to the Coming and Ollice of Christ,” Ths 
being n puygestion from a constant PT nt tho Hine? 
meetings id n friendly opponent, Mr. Pen desired him " 
gend on 5 list of the texts Ln he considered pe]esant te tt 
iden that the coming of Christ had been a subject of prope 
throughout the nues, In dealing with the question Mr. jpa 
jajd down the lines on which he proposed to brent if, and ot 
his bais the liters rending of tho pnis get which were tke 
principally from Isninh, Grent interest. was evinced hy 
nudienee, which was a Jarga One. but, unforbunately the yn 
disturbers aueeended: in eanging perious friebion during the d 
eourae, but n feeling is growing Ihat ot is nbisurd bhat n Lr 
number of people resembled to Jisten to n diseonrse sho M 7 
thwarted hy a emisis of five or six, who enne simply to sp? 
Next unday the minister af the “ Now Jerusal? 
Chiareh," Walworth-road, will occupy the platform. JU. 

Tin Mpg ITU Airs! PrrERNATIOS AL Conmiapos prin Kort 

Information and naeiatatiee given Lo iniquirert int» Spiritual” 
on the subject nil liat; of members will be sent “° 
receipt Ti atn ped envelope by any of the following Jnter. 
Committee i 
atroet, Philulidphin ; Anst alin, M 
North, Melbourne ; France, 


or 
à 


My 
ALES 


Ua 
r t, " J ^h 
| " Mery, 


y, Vn ", 


Paris; Gormeiy, E. eflocdmner, |, Monbijon- place pam 
N.; Holen, F. W. H. Van rna en, A pelloorn, Mild 
ae; Tadia, Mr. T. Hatton, Hiate Cotton Mills, Baroi 
New Zealiil, Mr, Grab, Huntley, Waikato; Bwelei à 


Jtussin, Mhienne. (Jeispity (jam 
Petersburg s Pnyland, J. M 
White Post-lane, Manor [a 


fortensoti Ade, Christianis ; 
pelozerskd, No. T Tied, 6 Hi. 
Han. Bec, 14. Beorkloy-Lerrnet 


DEPT. : "nt, W, (). Wobaoth. Vrench enrres pndent; y il 
Hill, Neweastleon Pyne, "he Manor Park raneh will yt | 


post 1 


following meetings at, td, Berkley Verres White Pet". 


Manor Park. -The Inst, Sunday i! aeh month nh 1 pe Tf 

Wriday, nt B pa 
Hpiribindisnt. 
gunday in ench i 


Also pash 


ten for inquirers Alo eneh 
Hpiritunliotsenly, the study of 
poal, Menor Park, the first 

peoepliont for inquirera, 
quirers’ meeting d, A 


tuesday, st 7 pale 


